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THE 
UNIVERSITY OF 

BURDWAN 

Syllabus for B.A.(Hons.) in Political Science 

Under Semester with Choice Based Credit System 

WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT 

General Will 

SEMESTER-. 

1.Ancient Greek Political Thought: Plato -Justice; Aristotle: :Concept ofthe: State 

2. Medieval Political Thought : Main features 

3. Renaissance and 
Machiavelli:Concept of Power arnd | Secularization ofPolitics 

4. Hobbes: Concept of Sovereignty; Locke : Foundations sofLiberalism; Roussea 

S. Hegel: State 
8. Marx and Engels: Dialectical and Historical Materialism; Lenin: : Imperialism 
9.J.S. Mill and Isaiah Berlin : concept of Liberty 

POLITICAL THEORY 

1. The meaning of Politics and Political Theory; Importance of Political The 

Decline and Resurgence 

2. Different Approaches : (a) Traditional (b) Behavioural and Post-Behavior 

(c) Marxist 

3. The Concept of Sovereignty : (a) Monistic (b) Pluralist (c) Popular 

4.Liberty and Equality : Meaning and their Inter-relationship 

5. Theory of Justice : Rawls 

6. Ideology-Meaning and Variants:(a)Anarchism (b) Liberalism andNeo-Liberal 

(c) Fascism; The End of Ideology Debate -Daniel Bell and Francis Fukuyama 

7. Theories of State : (a) Idealist (b) Liberal (c) Marxist (d) Gandhian 

1.Ancient Greek Political Thought : Main Features 

2. Medieval Political Thought : Main features 

|Generic Elective (FOR THE STUDENTS OF OTHER DISCIPLINES 

WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT 

3. Machiavelli : Concept of statecraft and power politics 

4. Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau : Concept of Sovereignty 

5. Marx and Engels: Dialectical and Historical Materialism; Revolution; Lenin: 

Imperialism 
6.JS. Mill:Concept ofLiberty 

Generic Elective (Continued-) 
OLITICAL THEORY 

The meaning of Politics and Political Theory; Importance of Political Theory: 
erent Apptoaches : (a) Traditional (b) Behavioural and Post-Behavioural (c) Marxist 
The Concept of Sovereignty : (a) Monistic (b) Pluralist (c) Popular 

iberty and Equality : Meaning and their Inter-relationship 
Liberalism and Neo-Liberalism 

Theories of State : (a) ldealist (b) Liberal (c) Marxist (d) Gandhian 
Political parties and pressure groups : concept and role 

WEST BENGALSTATE UNIVERSITY, BARASAT 

CHOICE BASED CREDIT SYSTEM 
B.A (HONOURS) POLITICAL SCIENCE 

SemesterI (Paper -I] 
Understanding Political Theory 

odule 1. What is Political and what is political Science 
odule 2. Approaches to the study : a) Traditional b) Marxist c) Behavioral d) Post 

Behavioral 

odule 3. Models of studying Political Theory - a) Authority Models (Weber) 
b) Systems Analysis c) Structural functional Model d) Post Modemism 
(to be studied at the backdrop of the current debates) 

Semester II (Paper - I]| 
Political Theory - Concepts and Debates 

odule 1. Core political concepts : i. Nationalism and nation state 
ii. Sovereignty : Monism, Pluralism 

odule 2. Core Concepts and Debates - i. Rights, Liberty, Equality 
ii. Justice: Plato, Rawls 

odule 3. Theories of State - a) Idealist Theory b) Liberal and Neo-liberal Theories 



SYLLABUS OF B.A. HONS IN POLITICAL S SCIENCE 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 
BENGAL 

1. Politics and Political Science 

2. State 

UNDERSTANDING POLITICAL SCIENCE 

() Meaning of Politics, Nature and Scope of Political Science 

Political Philosophy 

)) Elements of State 

CBCS SYLLABUS, 2018 

(ii) Political Science : Science or an Art, Behaviouralism and Post-Behàviouralism Unit 2 : 

(i) Relationship of Political Science with History, Economics and Sociology (iv) Nature and Types ofpolitical theory. Relationship between Political Theory antmit 3 

(i) Difference between State and Government, State and Society, State and 

Association. 
(ii) Theories of the St¡te : Social Contract, ldealist, Liberal and Neo-liberal. 

FIRST SEMESTER 

() Social Contract Theory 

(iv) Sovereignty: Features, Kinds, Monistic and Pluralistic Theory: changing conce 
of Sovereignty in the context of Globalization. 

3. Theories of Origin of State 

(i) Historical Theory 
(i) Marxist Theory 

4. Functions of State 

Interrelationship 

Anarchist. 

(1) Liberal Theory of Functions of State 
(i) Welfare Theory of Functions of State 
(ii) Marxist Theory of Functions of State 

5. Rights, Liberty, Equality and Justice 

Different Concepts and Theories. 

CBCS CURRICULUM FOR THREE YEARS UNDER-GRADUATE 
COURSE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE (HONOURS) 

Unit 1 : 

Understanding Political Theory : Concepts 
What is Politics? Meaning of Political. 

Unit 4 : 

Unit 5 

UNIVERSITY OF KALYANI 

Jnit 1 : 

Jnit 2 : 
Solt Jnit 3 : 

SEMESTERI 

Jnit 4 : 
Jnit 5: 

Jnit 6 : Key concepts V: Citizenship. 

Jnit 6: 

Key concepts I : State; Nation; Sovereignty (evolution); Power and 
Authority-types and linkages; 

Understanding Political Theory : Approaches and Debates 

Key concepts II : Law, Liberty, EqualityTheir interrelationships. 
Key concepts III : Rights; Justice (with special reference to Rawls); 
Freedom. 
Key concepts IV : Democracy (with special reference to David Held); 
Authoritarianism. 

ApproachesI:Normative; Legal-Institutional; Empirical-Behavioual 
Systems Analysis; Structural -Functionalism. 
Approaches II: Liberalism; Social Welfarism; Neo-Liberalism. 
Approaches II : Postcolonial; Feminist. 
Marxian approach-Dialectical Materialism and Historical Materialism. 
Key ideas: State (focus on Relative Autonomy); Class and Class Struggle; 
Surplus Value; AlienatiÍn. 
Party-Democratic Centralism; Lenin-Rosa Luxemburg debate; 
Revolution-Lenin and Mao. Hegemony and Civil Society: Gramsci. 
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