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INTRODUCTION

An apology is neceded for my presentation in bringing out this
book entitled Vedasancayanam or Vedic Selections, when there are
several standard and illuminating treatises which €enjoy an
acclaimed authority on this rather archaic subject.

This work is an attempt to bring within easy reach of all
readers aspiring to know the Vedic language and literature along
with the culture of the Vedic Aryans. It is pertinent to point out
that Max Miller (1823-]900 ), the famous indologist, says that
the ‘Aryan’ means language and nothing but language’. So the
Aryans are thoroughly incapable of any race. On the basis of the
similarity the classical languages such as Sanskrit, Persian, Greek, _
Latin, Celtic, German have been grouped into one language
family called Aryan or Indo-European. The language of the
- Vedic Indians was Sanskrit which is the mother (= source) of the

leading Indian languages. Since the Vedic Indians speak one of
the Aryan or Indo-European languages, some European scholars
began to call them Indo-Aryans. Thus it became a general
practice to call the Vedic Indians as Indo-Aryans, an anglicized
version of the original word A rya.

The Sanskrit word ‘Veda’ comes from the root vid to know
and is akin to the English word ‘wit’. The word, thérefore, means
divine knowledge and is specially applied to the holy or sacred
literature of wisdom which is the foundation of the early Hindu
religion: Originally it consisted of a number of hymns composed
in Old Sanskrit before 1000 B.C. But there is no direct evidence
as to their age, and opinions about it vary considerably. Some

- scholars have thought that the oldest of the hymns may be

_ carried back a thousand years farther. It seems likely that some of
the hymns were composed before the arrival of the Aryan
immigrants in India, and there is no doubt that the hymns vary
greatly in age and spread over a very considerable period.
However, the most generally received opinion that the Vedic
literature was composed between 1500 and 800 B.C.
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